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St.Dennis Co-op 
(Wellington Road) 

A Branch of St.Columb Road 

Co-operative Wholesale Society (C.W.S.) 
By 

John Pearn 
January 2023 

Foreword 

During the school holidays in 1951 – 1953 I was fortunate to work on the bakery rounds of 

St.Columb Road Co-operative Wholesale Society (C.W.S.) to earn some money while 

attending Newquay Grammar School for Boys. My interest in the Co-op developed as some 

of our family worked there. My grandfather served on the Co-op Committee for a time, 

while an aunty lived in the Co-op house next to the main shop with her husband, a delivery 

man and later he took orders from a wide area. 

My wife Margaret also knew people who worked in the St.Dennis shop, while some 

St.Dennis people worked at St.Columb Road. Hence an interest in the branch and main 

store. 

Background of the St.Columb Road Co-operative 

Wholesale Society and why at St.Columb Road 

How the branches grew up 

It all began when St.Columb Market Town refused to have the Par to Newquay Branch Line 

running through or close to the small town. 

The railway was built near Indian Queens and ran through the small hamlet built outside of 

Indian Queens. The line was 2.5 miles from St.Columb and eventually the hostelry at Indian 

Queens was transferred to the Queen and Railway Inn built in the hamlet. The railway men 

led by Mr.Kent, the station master,  met in the Queen and Railway Inn and decided to set up 

a Co-op. Just 7 to 8 men with an auditor, Mr.Prynne. 

Next there was a meeting at the Immanuel Sunday School, Indian Queens. It was well 

attended. At St.Columb Road Station there was a coal yard and close by a brick yard and 

they were in the possession of the Society in 1903. At the meeting it was passed to form a 

Co-operative Wholesale Society (C.W.S.) and approximately 100 members joined. There was 

some opposition from a few local tradesmen. The first meeting was held in the barn of Little 

Carworgie Farm at Indian Queens belonging to Mr.T.Crowle. St.Columb Road was chosen as 

the site of the Co-op and the first building was a temporary structure made of wood and 

galvanise. It was 20 feet by 10 feet and divided in half. One half was for groceries and 

provisions and the other half for corn stuffs. It was known as the “Tin Tabernacle” as a joke ! 

Most supplies came from the Co-operative Wholesale Society. 

 



 
The original St.Columb Road Shop 

(The Tabernacle) 

A more permanent building replaced the former building and it was built of concrete. The 

measurements were approximately 40 feet x 20 feet but two storey. This building eventually 

became the bakery. Women, carrying baskets, did the shopping, while men rode bicycles 

and carried heavier goods. How did they reach the store ? They often walked and some 

came 2 miles for their supplies ! 

 
The first permanent St.Columb Road shop  

In 1907 Mr. Joe Bullock was engaged to deliver goods to members at 91/2 d. per hour (pre 

decimal). He lost his first wife and married a sister to my grandmother. In 1910 the Society 

took over a field at Fraddon Hill under a lease of 92 years, from Mr.J.Bullock, for the 

purpose of opening a butchery business. A slaughterhouse was erected and they entered 

the business in January 1911. Mr.A.W.Best of St.Dennis was the first butcher. This business 

was continued until 1917. Difficulties arose in the 1914 to 1918 war and the lease with 

Mr.J.Bullock was cancelled. 

Membership increased and urgent requests came from St.Dennis as increasing trade was 

done in that area. In 1914 a public meeting was held to consider a branch. There was a large 

attendance and Mr.Prynne, headmaster of Darite School near Liskeard, auditor of St.Columb 

Road C.W.S., addressed the meeting. £335 was subscribed. The site in Wellington Road was 



purchased and contracts signed. The masonry labour contract was £39-10s and the 

carpentry contract including timber was £105-10s. The branch opened in 1915. 

In 1910 on Mondays the travelling shop under Mr.J.Bullock used to cover Trevarren, Black 

Cross, Ruthvoes, Toldish, Goss Moor, Tregoss to Enniscaven, the lower part of St.Dennis, 

Egypt, Trerice and home. He worked 12 hours and the takings would be about £30. The 

travelling shop left St.Columb Road with 25 gallons of paraffin, 1 hundred weight (cwt) of 

sugar, 1 hundred weight of lard and the usual groceries. Orders were placed for provender 

(dry food for livestock), other goods as well as drapery and these would be delivered by Mr. 

W.Skinner. 

The business grew and further branches were established in villages – i.e. Trevarren, 

St.Columb town, Treviscoe, Summercourt, Grampound Road and Padstow. 

 

 
St.Dennis Branch 

 

 
Trevarren Branch 

 



 
St.Columb Road Central Shop 

 
Grampound Road Branch 

 

 
Treviscoe Branch 



 
St.Columb Road Pharmacy and Bakery 

 
Summercourt Branch 

 
St.Columb Major Branch 



 
Padstow Branch 

People I knew 

Mr. W. Skinner, Capt. M. Richards, Mr.A. Bennett, Mr. Williams (St.Columb Road Secretary – 

Manager), Mr.Nail (President), Mr.Baglow, Messrs. R.J.Grigg, E.J.Richard and W.T.Pinch. 

Department Heads – Messrs. L.Solomon, W.G.Arthur, A.Whittaker, A.R.Bennett, S.K.Osborne, 

W.D.Lawry and S.H.Wilcox. 

Also Mr.J.Andrew (Delivery), Mr.J.Landry (Bakery), Mr.A.W.Hider, Mr.Roy Nail, Miss M.Brenton 

(Bread Rounds), Mr.Brenton (Stores) and many others serving in the offices and behind the 

counters. Too many to name and I might leave some out ! 

My Aunty and A.W.Hider lived in the Co-op house next to the main Co-op in St.Columb Road. It has 

now been knocked down and houses built between the old Co-op and the Pharmacy/ Bakery 

building. The present Co-op is built between the old building and the corner, when going from the 

crossroads at St.Columb Road towards Indian Queens. 

Changes Known to Me 1939 - 1971 

Liptons and Home & Colonial were the first large stores in towns. Villages had small shops and 

Co-operative stores. Later there were large stores where one helped oneself off the shelves and 

queued to pay at the pay desk before leaving the store. Such stores are common in the larger 

centres of population i.e. Asda, Tesco, Sainsburys, Morrisons, B & M, Iceland, Waitrose, Aldi and Lidl. 

Somerfields is now defunct but the Co-op can still be found in large towns. 

Padstow as a branch, had the first self serve while I believe St.Columb Road Co-op is self service but 

all bakery rounds have finished as well as milk rounds. As a result, little thieving took place as the 

produce was secure in the store and not left unattended on delivery vehicles. A description of 

service in store follows which gave thieves little opportunity to steal things apart from the occasional 

bottle of milk. 

The Method of Serving a Customer at the Co-op 

in Days Gone By 

A customer would be served by a grocery assistant if this was required. As you entered the shop you 

would be standing in front of a large table like structure and the shelves would have the groceries 

behind the assistant. General groceries would have a place on the shelf. If bacon was required it 

would have to be sliced by a large machine further away to which the assistant would go. Once the 

order was complete the assistant packed it in a large brown paper bag. The assistant took your 

money and inserted it in a cup with a cap along with a ticket, upon which was written your Co-op 

dividend number and the cost of the goods. The cup was then attached to an overhead wire. A lever 

would be pulled and the cup would travel along the overhead wire to the office. Here the office staff 



recorded your sale and placed any change in the cup which travelled back along the wire to the 

assistant. The cup was unscrewed by the assistant and the change taken out and given to the 

customer. At some point during the year customers received their Co-op dividend. The same system 

was employed in the drapery department. It was a very efficient method and typical of larger stores 

of the Co-operative Society. 

The Bakery Round 

All rounds worked using the same method. The van had to be loaded with bread (sliced and whole), 

cakes (saffron and yeast), splits, fancies, sandwich with cream, jam in a sponge and sweet cakes. A 

book would tell you how many of each variety you had. Again a ticket would have to be made out by 

the salesman and given to the customer once a purchase had been made. The total would be 

recorded in duplicate by inserting blue carbon paper in between two pages. One for the customer 

and one for the office. 

Bread etc. had to be taken from the bakery over a cinder yard to the van. Unpleasant in wet 

conditions. Also serving a customer at the door from a basket was unpleasant in rainy conditions. 

Health and safety did not exist as the roundsman handled the bread/fancies, entered the number on 

the ticket, tore out the ticket, took money and placed it in the leather bag provided. There being 

nothing on the van to wash your hands, only a cover to go over the basket to keep rain off the 

goods. I remember my grandmother’s Co-op dividend number 72 and my mother’s was 1312. From 

these numbers you can see how things grew over the years. 

Each van had a book and in it was written how many loaves you had and each item had a number. 

No doubt this helped Mr.Solomon to estimate what each round required in its daily rounds, saving 

any large amount of waste. Marble cake was made with various coloured fancies and iced. 

Mr.Solomon, a St.Columb Road boy, married a St.Dennis girl and lived opposite the St.Dennis all age 

school. His wife was a sister to Inez Kent, deputy head of St.Dennis all age school and his brother was 

a Methodist minister. Mr.Solomon won numerous bakery prizes whilst in charge of the bakery 

department from 1939. The value of bakery products in 1939 was £90 a week. In two years it was 

£300 a week. In the Co-operative movement he won 20 prizes including some “firsts”. In the “Open 

to All” he won 40 prizes including a “One Hundred Guinea Challenge Cup” and a high award at an 

Olympic exhibition. In 1952 the output reached £630. 

Trading Account for the One Hundreth 

Report and Balance Sheet - September 1953 

(s. =  Shillings    d. = Pence) 

Central £43,831 – 3s. – 9d. 

Bakery * £11,515 – 12s. – 4d. 

St.Dennis * £23,905 – 19s. – 1d. 

Treviscoe * £11,312 – 12s. – 1d. 

St.Columb £11,830 – 2s. – 6d. 

Grampound Road * £6,368 – 12s. – 7d. 

Padstow * £10,970 – 14s. – 8d. 

Trevarren * £2,941 – 16s. 2d. 

Summercourt * £830 – 3s. 0d. 

*All now closed 

People would travel to shop at bigger stores with maybe a bigger choice. 

This was an interesting article to prepare, having had relations involved with the Co-operative 

movement and working on the bakery rounds from 1951 to 1953. 

F.J.Pearn 

January 2023 
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