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Looking Back at Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

A Potted History Based on the Tucker Family 

William Henry Tucker was born in 1866 at Enniscaven and he died in 1942 

at Hendra Road, St.Dennis aged 76 years. 

He worked for the Goonvean and Rostowrack China Clay and Stone firm 

and was a devout member of Carne Hill Methodist Chapel. He served as a 

trustee as well as being a Sunday School teacher. He was on the Chapel 

Trust when they purchased the Carne Hill recreation field. A tree planting 

ceremony was held there on October 12th. 1938. 134 trees were planted in 

the field and a tennis court was made near the chapel. The first tree was 

planted by M.Petherick Esq. M.P. For full details see page 3 and page 4 

which lists the names of people planting trees. 

William Henry was presented with a large cup and saucer on the occasion 

of his birthday by his Sunday School class. The cup and saucer has been 

handed down to Margaret Tucker (Pearn), his grandaughter. 

He married Ethel Mary Osborne in July 1900 and they lived at Hendra Road 

St.Dennis. There were four boys in the family namely, Alfred, John, Harold 

and Arnold. All attended Carne Hill Methodist Chapel. Alfred sang in the 

bass section of the choir, while Arnold became a trustee and door steward. 

Harold and Arnold both married and continued to live in the village. Harold 

married Vera Solomon and they had two children, Marjorie and Kenneth. 

Arnold married Joy Craddock and had one child, Margaret. John Married 

Janie May and went to live in Indian Queens. Here he attended Indian 

Queens Wesley Chapel and was a Sunday School teacher, teaching me, John 

Pearn as a small boy. Alfred remained a bachelor. 

Harold’s daughter Marjorie married Mr. C.Bullen at Carne Hill Chapel in 

January 1951. Margaret, Arnold and Joy’s daughter was bridesmaid along 

with Marion Grigg. 
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The Tucker Family 

 

Back Row (L-R) - Alfred, John, Harold, Arnold 

Front Row - Ethel and William 

Two generations connected with Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

 

 

A Summary of Margaret’s Memories About the Family 

and Her Own Connection with Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

1940’s and 1950’s 

The whole family was associated with Carne Hill over many years.. I 

attended Sunday School from an early age and my Sunday School teacher 

was a Mrs.Tucker (no relation). Sunday School Anniversary services were 

special with large congregations. We were trained by Mrs.Mennear and 

later by Miss Kent. The tea treat would follow in the week in the field if dry. 

Saffron buns, music by St.Dennis Band and sports. Sunday School concerts 

at Christmas and a vivid memory of “The Stained Glass Window” produced 

by Miss Kent. 



3 
 

Teaching the beginners in Sunday School and playing the piano for them, 

again under the guidance of Miss Kent. I played in turn for the Guild held in 

the vestry. Choir practices were regular under Mr. Treloar and later Mr. G. 

Craddock. Anthems, Cantatos, concerts in local chapels were all 

experienced. Finally marriage at Carne Hill on 5t.April 1958, making my 

wedding vows, signing the register and children from John’s class throwing 

confetti after the ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

Carne Hill Recreation Field 

 

Tree Planting Ceremony 
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Some Trees Planted in 1938 Still Remain 

20th.December 2018 

 

Photo – John Pearn 

 

The Tucker family 

Mr. W.H. Tucker (trustee) 

Mr. A. Tucker (choir member) 

and Miss Marjorie Tucker (Sunday School Scholar) 

planted trees in 1938 
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St.Columb and Padstow Circuit Youth Rally 1942 

at 

Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

 

 

The youth rally was held annually for a number of years, drawing people 

from all over the circuit. The Rev. S. Quick from the Indian Queens section 

of the circuit views the congregation from the pulpit. Seats were placed in 

the aisles. I notice people from Indian Queens Wesley, Immanuel, Fraddon, 

Blackcross, St.Columb, Trethosa and Carne Hill. Mrs. E. Tucker, wife of Mr. 

W. H. Tucker is seated in the first row of the gallery, second on the left. 

Other chapels were well represented. The minister for St.Dennis section at 

this time was the Rev. A. Olds. Hats were the order of the day for ladies ! 
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Marjorie Tucker and Charles Bullen Wedding 

 

Marjorie Tucker married Charles Bullen 

at Carne Hill Methodist Chapel in January 1951 

Bridesmaids were Marion Grigg and Margaret Tucker 

Best Man was Charles brother Gordan 
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Harold Tucker and Marjorie 

 

 

Harold Tucker walks his daughter towards 

the main entrance of carne Hill Methodist Chapel 
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Arrival of the Bridesmaids 

 

 

The arrival of the bridesmaids 

Margaret Tucker, cousin of the bride 

and Marion Grigg, the daughter of Harold’s friend 

walking in to the main entrance from the road 
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Evening Rally 

April 29th. 1953 

I was asked to take the choir for the Evening Rally. Each year they would 

find a youth to take the choir and it was shared round the four sections of 

the circuit, namely St.Dennis, Indian Queens, St.Columb and Padstow. 

I was in my final year at Newquay Grammar School for Boys and about to 

take my ‘A’ Levels. The Rev. Ware of St.Columb assisted in my preparation 

for this task. Again the chapel would be packed to capacity, Without the 

Rev. Ware’s help I am sure I would have thought the responsibility beyond 

me. 
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The Youth Choir 

The Youth Choir would be drawn from the circuit and trained by Mr. G. 

Roseveare from Trethosa. They often sang from the Sunday School                 

Hymnal, new in 1950 and 3rd. impression in 1953. This introduced young 

people to the new hymns and the older congregation. 
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Our Wedding Ceremony 

in Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

5th. April 1958 at 10:30am 

The presiding minister was the Rev.Graham Leaman, who stood inside the 

communion rail. Guests from both sides occupied the central pews. The 

choir stalls were empty on the day. The regular organist, Miss D. Bullock 

was at the organ. Margaret had been a Sunday School teacher and pianist in 

the Primary and Beginners, a pianist in turn for Guild and a choir member. I 

sang in the choir on occasions during our courting days when leaving 

college in 1957. 
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The Vestry 

Here the wedding registry was signed. The appointed preacher for Sunday 

services welcomed by the society steward. A prayer would be said and the 

preacher introduced to the choir in the adjoining room. Here the preacher 

would offer prayer. The Sunday School beginners used the vestry as did the 

Guild. In 1956 – 1958 St.Dennis C.P. School used it for a first year junior 

classroom as the school was overcrowded. It would hold many memories 

for children, brides and bridegrooms, preachers, society stewards and a 

large number of adults. 

 

Peggy Bray and Desmond Webber Wedding 

 

Peggy Bray and Desmond Webber 

sign the register watched by Rev. Lake 
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Margaret Tucker and John Pearn Wedding 

 

Margaret Tucker and John Pearn sign the register 

in the presence of two bridesmaids 

 

Photographers make good use of the area outside the porch when families 

greet the bride and groom on leaving. Confetti would be thrown while 

family friends enjoy the occasion. 



17 
 

Caroline and Richard Wedding 

 

Caroline, Marjorie and Charlie’s daughter, marries at Carne Hill Methodist 

Chapel. Newspaper photo by local photographer Mr. C. H. Barrett 

Emma Wedding 

 

Kenneth Tucker’s daughter Emma married at Carne Hill Methodist Chapel. 

Background trees in the Chapel field. Marjorie planted one in 1938 ! 
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Arnold and Margaret 

 

Arnold and Margaret arrive at the door of Carne Hill Methodist Chapel. 

Photo by Paul Drake Newquay 5th. April 1958 

Margaret, a Sunday School Scholar, choir member, Sunday School teacher, 

pianist and one of the Crusaders at St.Dennis Methodist Youth Group 
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After The Wedding Service 

 

After the wedding service a shower of confetti from Edith Dunstan, a pupil 

from my class at St.Dennis School during 1958. 
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Margaret and John’s Wedding 

 

5th. April 1958 in the Chapel doorway after the service Margaret, a choir 

member and Sunday School teacher. We were both choir members from 

July 1957 until we married, then choir members of Indian Queens Wesley 

Chapel. The flowers for the wedding were arranged by Mrs. D. Creba of 

St.Dennis. Photo by Mr. Paul Drake of Newquay. 
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Paved Area and Path Leading to the Vestry 

 

The paved area outside the door and porch gave visitors an area to 

congregate. Many marriage guests assembled over the years. There was a 

place for a car to pull in. 

The Primary Sunday School Class 

 
The Primary Sunday School Class on the old tennis court, summer 1953 or 

1954. Will this be the site of the new Chapel ? 
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A View From Carne Hill 2018 

 

Chapel less roof tiles. Twin chimneys of incinerator. 

An Article by John Keast 

1st. August 2018 

 

An article by John Keast in the St.Dennis Parish Magazine concerning Carne 

Hill Methodist Chapel and plans for the future. A new building to be opened  

in 2019. The aims, building and use of the facility. 
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A Cornish Poem 

by Freda Burley 

An extract from “A Cornish Road” 

a poem by Mrs. Freda Burley 2017 

 

Carne Hill Chapel, neglected now, 

So vibrant in our youth 

Where we learnt the basic values 

Of love, and trust and truth 

The view from this same chapel 

Shows planning without haste: 

Twin chimneys now are evidence 

Of burning Cornwall’s waste 
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Extract from Newspaper 

 

This article was published on the 10th. October 2018. The roof of the chapel 

has been stripped of tiles and the front porch knocked down. We visited on 

the evening of the 10th.October 2018 and the whole of the chapel had been 

knocked down. The old Sunday School was still standing. The plan 

described in the above article was abandoned and a new chapel and 

community building is to be built on the existing site and field. Housing will 

be built in half of the land owned by the Methodist Chapel. 

 

Carne Hill Methodist Chapel Demolition 

The chapel demolition began in October 2018. First the inside was gutted 

and wood piled up outside. Scaffolding and safety fences were erected. 

Walls by the front door and road reduced to rubble. Modern machines at 

work compared to when it was built in 1972. 
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The village and chapel, nestled below the hill, in October 2018. Trees 

planted in 1938 still in evidence. Roof tiles removed from the chapel, 

Sunday School and Vestry revealing wooden rafters. Part of the field and 

tennis court taken away. Blocks of rubble which housed a worshipping 

people. 

 

 

 

Photo John Pearn  
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John’s Memories of Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

My first memory is being Chairman at the St.Columb and Padstow Youth 

Rally in April 1953. In 1957 singing in the choir for Harvest Festival. The 

cantata “Giver Divine” being conducted by Mr. G. Craddock. I played the 

organ for St.Dennis School’s Christmas Carol Service in 1957. 

 My marriage to Margaret on the 5th. April 1958 and being showered with 

confetti after the ceremony by children in my class from St.Dennis School ! 

As a reader, St.Columb and Padstow Circuit, I took some services at the 

chapel. There was a welcome from the steward, prayers led by the steward 

and introduction to the choir. 

Conducting the Youth Choir and small orchestra for the annual Youth Rally 

in the 1960’s. 

Later in the 1970’s a family concert for a special occasion. The pleasure of 

meeting past pupils taught at the Garden and Needlework shows in the last 

few years and shining memories over a cup of tea in the Sunday School 

with folk known to both of us. 

 

Freda Burley Poem Extract 

The door has gone that welcomed us 

And the walls that rang with praise, 

But something new will fill this site 

And may God bless it’s future days. 

 

Freda Burley Née Webber 2018 
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Herbert and Rosedew’s Wedding 

 

As youth we were welcomed through the door. Took part in the activities 

and had chapel weddings. Herbert Trethewey and Rosedew Sweet’s 

wedding. Mr. Trethewey, Mr. Sweet, Mrs. Johnson, Morley and Herbert 

Trethewey, Rosedew and Betty Johnson were choir members. 
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Rosedew Sweet – The Bride 

 

Rosedew Sweet a member of Carne Hill Choir, married in March 1957. 

Photo by Paul Drake – Newquay. 

Background – The chapel doors. 
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Remember to Look Forward 

 

Quotes from Hymns 
Written long ago but still relevant today 

 

2 Verses by F. Pratt Green (1903 – 2000) 

Hymns and Psalms - 804 

 

The Church of Christ in every age 

Beset by change but spirit led 

Must claim and test its heritage 

And keep on rising from the dead 

 

We have no mission but to serve 

In full obedience to our Lord: 

To care for all, without reserve, 

And to spread his liberating Word 

 

English traditional melody arranged by 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) 

 

 

 

To serve the present age 

Our calling to fulfil 

O may it all our powers engage 

To do our masters will. 

 

by Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 

No. 785 tune by R. Harrison (1748 – 1810) Cambridge 
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The New Carne Hill Methodist Chapel 

 

The new chapel being built December 2018 
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